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THEME 2 - The contribution that universities in general and the EUNoM network in particular can make to the development of the Council of Europe’s and the European Commission’s language policies, especially to the EU’s 8th Framework Programme. 

Jeroen Darquennes 
From subject to object of transdisciplinary study reflections on the contribution of language(s) in higher education to the development and the implementation of European language policy initiatives


Abstract 
In its Final Report, published in 2007, the European Commission’s High Level Group on Multilingualism stresses the importance of language as a factor that plays a crucial role in bringing the European Union closer to reaching the Lisbon targets of economic growth and social cohesion. 
 In the High Level Group's report, the role of higher education as one of the actors in promoting language as a factor related to the Lisbon strategy is highlighted. The Report points to (a) the potential role of institutions of higher education in giving enterprises scientific advice on how to react in a proper way to the linguistic needs of the market, (b) the not yet fully exploited role of higher education as an actor contributing to the development of language skills of an important part of the European population, and (c) the potential of institutes of higher education to prepare students for the newly emerging language industries. 
What receives less attention, however, is the fact that higher education can also play a crucial role in helping to raise awareness on what the High Level Group refers to as the horizontal nature of language issues, i.e. the relevance of language issues to a wide range of policy areas. In the European higher education setting, the transversal nature of language issues is hardly reflected upon in a systematic way in disciplines outside of the language sciences. Against the background of the (envisaged) EUNoM activities and in view of the negotiations on the scope of FP8 this contribution will try to demonstrate how a stronger consideration of language at university level not just as a ‘subject’ but also as an ‘object of transdisciplinary study’ could help to advance the development and the implementation of European language policy initiatives and, thus, could positively influence the future of Europe’s linguistic diversity.

