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THEME 2 - The contribution that universities in general and the EUNoM network in particular can make to the development of the Council of Europe’s and the European Commission’s language policies, especially to the EU’s 8th Framework Programme. 

Dr. Heidi Rontu, Teknillinen korkeakoulu (Aalto University School of Science & Technology)
Putting policies into practice 
Abstracts: 
Institutions such as universities and global corporations have increasingly explicated their language policies in a written document. These documents usually concern the status of different languages in internal and external communication. Furthermore, especially within a university context, they may compass educational policies pertaining to the teaching and learning of languages. Increasingly, institutional language policies also include explicit endorsements of multilingualism. 
In this paper I study university language policies and their practical implementations. I focus on one university in Finland, Aalto University, with reference to other European universities. Established in 2010, Aalto University is a new university created from the merger of three Finnish universities: The Helsinki School of Economics, Helsinki University of Technology and The University of Art and Design Helsinki. Creating a language policy for the new university is intriguing as two of the merging universities are officially bilingual (Finnish-Swedish) and the goal of the new university is explicitly international. 
The study addresses following questions. What do the university language policies usually concern? How are they implemented? How do they show in the everyday life of the university? The theoretical and methodological framework of the study is based on research on language planning, e.g. Lo Bianco (2003), Kaplan & Baldauf (1997), and the development of higher education, e.g Bergan (2002), Enders & Vught (2007). 
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