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Multilingualism for all: how to implement European Language Policy Developments through Universitites and Teacher Training to Primary and Secondary Education 

Dr.Alex Riemersma. Mercator Research Centre on Multilingualism and Langauge Learning 

Abstract

The world of words and languages is changing dramatically and rapidly from a compilation of separated monoglot worlds towards a multilingual society with a small number of dominant languages and English as the new lingua franca. In daily life practice, the official EU policy of mother-tongue plus two additional languages (1995; 2002; 2008) is not yet accepted and far from internalized by EU citizens. The tendency among young people, at universities and in economic life towards “English only” has its implications on the language attitudes and on language behaviour of all EU citizens, both speakers of national languages other than English and speakers of RMLs and Immigrant languages. 

In opposition to this reality of daily life practice, the formal EU and Council of Europe policies stress and profile the benefits of personal plurilingualism and the societal profits of multilingualism. To implement these policies the universities should take as their core actions for research and the curriculum: 

The curriculum should include teaching through two other languages in addition to the mother tongue, to start with the language of the European neighbours. 

The introduction of a minor (30 EC) on multilingualism and multilingual education in the Bachelor, and a Master on Multilingualism. 

The linguistic competencies in two other languages which students of all subjects should achieve and integrate into their career planning.

Research should include: 

- The further development of the concept of bi-, tri- and multi-lingual education aiming at the continuity of teaching throughout pre-primary and secondary schooling and aiming at the acquisition of a balanced bi-tri- of multilingualism (biliterate).

- The further development of minimum standards of second language acquisition and foreign language learning in accordance with the grid (can do statements) of the Common European Framework of Reference. 

- Language Testing & Standardization of Language tests for various languages.

- Blended teaching and learning methods for the informal settings outside the class room (at home and in the broader family, during leisure time and sports, cultural activities) and formal education.

- Development of curricula based on distant learning principles and e-learning tools. research questions related to the theme of linguistic diversity are the following:

To which extent can distant learning methods contribute to the effectiveness and learners’ success of language learning activities?

(a) Attractiveness for potential learners (in comparison to traditional evening classes); 

(b) Continuity and progress of language learners in the various language skills; 

(c) Participation in cultural activities?

